PROPOSALS 


Tender'd to the Conſideration of Both 


HOUSES of PARLIAMENT, 


For Uniting the 


Proteſtant Intereſt for the Preſent ; And pre- 
venting Diviſions for the Future. 


Together with the 


DECLARATION 
K- CHARLES IL 


Concerging | 
Ecclefiaſtical Affairs. 


| And ſome Propoſals of 
TERMS of UNION 


BETWEEN THE 


Church of England 


AND 


DISSENT ERS, 


Long ſince publiſhed 


ps the Reverend Dean of S. Pauls. | - 


_— 
Aon 


LL o NN Me N, 
Printed for Henry Clark, and ſold by the Book- ſellers of " FW 
and Webminger, M DG LXXX IX. 


c : eng 2 = T » 7 7 CNA Abs REL 
: , " RETES 4 = ET oy” Me 
ans "y I bo "Ts 
. 
: by | 
; 
* 
Z ” 
: Ly 
r s 
' 
Q % 
! v9 / 
* [1 
i ( : 
b 
£ : ! 
( 
. 4 . p 
y - . \ 
o E F ' , 
: ws "We g i 
, hs _— 
o . , : 
s . ; 
Fa L1 
£3 _ © 
. . s 
A 
. 
d þ 
a _ : 0 
. 
; y 
0 . + ” * -” 
. \ S : G.. ; 
. - . , 
. 
. 
, 
© 
: F " 
\ - V) 
.* % n 
4 . 
% : 
| P 
A Ly , ( 
' ” 
* .* ? ol | : F 
, $ 
4 
# - Y $5 "n 
oy "  _ » at 
F » 
: : 
; 
4 
» 
; a 
. 4 ' <2 
; , 
. F 
9 
- wy 0 
: ' 
- - P 
” 
s 
* F 
” y . ” - > 
” | 7 > 
4 
o 
' 
+ 
» is : : 
h 


YT 75 


Humble and Modeſt 


PROPOSALS 


Poeoteſtant Jntereſt. 


Doubt not but every Pious and Sober Proteſtant of this 
Nation, cannot but be heartily troubled to obſerve — 
thoſe ow Differences and unchriſtian Diſſentions 
which daily increaſe among Brethren, who are united 

in one and the ſame DoQrin of their Religion, and reform- 

ed from the Errors and Superſtitions of the Church of Rome : 

Upon the due Confideration of which, every one who wiſh- 9 

eth Peace and Profperity to the Kingdom he lives in, ought 

ro conſider what ſhould be the Occafion of thoſe nnhappy and . 

ruinous Diviſions we have fo long ſuffered under, and to 

offer probable means for compoſing them. . 


As to their firſt Riſe, I doubt not but they ow their Ori-/ Hooker's Pre- 
ginal to the afferent manner of the Reformation, and the efta- yr bn 
bliſhing of the Orders which each Church did think fit and conve- pony print- 
ment for it ſelf, ( as the Reverend and Pions Mr. Hooker ac- ed anno 1676. 
quaints us ) which were ſo  perfmprorily eſt ablified under that Þ+ 44, 45. © 
high commanding Form, which rendered them to the People as 
things everlaſtingly required by the Law of that Lord of Lords, 
againFt whoſe Statutes there is no Exception to be taken ;, by which 


means it came to paſs, that one Church could not but accuſe and 


A2 CON- 


+04). 
condemn anether of Diſobedience to the WIll of Chrift, in thoſe 
things where manifeſt Difference was between them : Where- 
as the ſelf-ſame Orders allowed, but yet eftabliſhed in more wary 
. and ſuſpenſe manner, - as being to ſtand in Force till God ſhould 
give the Opportunity of: ſome General Conference what might be 
beſt for them afterwards to do ;, This, I ſay, had both prevented 
all occaſion of ju$t diflike which others might take, and reſerved a 
greater Liberty unto the Authors theniſelves of entring into farther 
Conſultation afterwards ;, which, thuugh never ſo neceſſary, they 
rould not eaſily now admit, without ſome fear of Derogation from 
their Credit : And therefore that which oncz they had done, they 

became for ever after reſolute t9 maintain. 

Now if we conſider the ſhortneſs of that time wherein our 
firſt Reformation continued: under Edward the Sixth; and 
the Perſecution in Queen ary's reign, which forced many 
Pions-and Learned Chergymen of the Ehurch of England, to 
flee into Foreign. Countries ( as Zurick, Embaer, Baſil, 


Strasburg, Frankford, Geneva, &c. ) for the Preſervation of : 


their Religion and Lives, where they frequently converſed 

with thoſe Eminent Divines, who were the great Reformers 

there ; "tisno Wonder that ſome of them ſhould return bet- 

ter pleaſed with their Diſcipline than their awn, eſpecially 
conſidering that feveral of them had intimate Acquaintance 

| and Converſation with one of the Reformers, wham the 
Footer sPre-. Reverend Mr. Hooker thought incomparably the wiſeft Man 


face tohis Man that ever the French Church did. enjoy ſince the Hour it en- | 
Eccleſiaſtical 7,104 him. In Queen Elizabeth's, King Famer, and K.Charles | 


Polity, P. 44* the FirſPs Reigns, ?tis well known how our Differences 


increaſed, until that unhappy War broke out ; by which. |. 


the Non-conforming Intereſt prevailed ; ſo that the Presby- 
terian Diſcipline was endeavoured to be fixed as the eſta- 


bliſhed Form of Government in this Nation ; our Univerſi- 
- - ties, Preachers, Writings, Education, G&c. were generally 


modelled thereto; by which means, the greateſt: number of 
the trading part of the Kingdom, ſeveral of the Gentry, 
and ſome few of the -Nobility ( obſerving the Precepts and 
Practices, Lifes and Deaths of many of that Clergy to be 


Pious and Exemplary (joyned with them of this, or thelike 


Perſwalion. . 


Since 
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ShncEwhbich time,lt pleaſing God to reſtore King Charles Ip, 


the Parliament thought it convenient to eſtabliſh the 


fame - Diſcipline which our firſt Reformers judged pru- 
dential, and that (as the Diſlenters do complain) upon 
ſtricter Subſcriptionsthan formerly, not abating or laying 
aſide any of thoſe Ceremonies which have been matters of 
diſpute . and contention betwixt them and 'the Church 
of England ever ſince. our bleſſed Reformation fron 
- Popery and Superſtition : Upon which account, many of 
.the Non-conforming Divines laid down their Livings, 
and the old Controverſies began afreſh to be revived ; 
and fo are like to be continued, until we be either ruin- 
ed. by Popery, or healed by Moderation, which is the on- 
Ty Salve to cure the Churches Wounds, and that admira- 
ble Remedy formerly propoſed to the wiſdom. of Supe- 


riours by the Reverend Dr. Stillingfleet; who havin 


R | eet's Irenicuns. 
highly commended the pruzence and temper of the French - ergy) 


. Churches. in' compoſing their publick Forms of $797, that they 
were ſo far from inſerting any thing controverſia 

| Papiſts themſelves would uſe them. And faith he, the ſame tem- 
per was uſed by. our. Reformers in the compoſing our Liturgy in re- 
Ference to the Papiſts, to whom they had an eſpecial Eye, as. being 


Dr.- StiDing- 


into them, that. 


the only Party then appearing \, whom they deſired to draw into their - 


Communion,” by coming as near them as they well and ſafely could, 
And certainly thoſe holy Men who did ſeek by any means to' draw tn 
ethers at ſuch a diſtance from their Principles as the- Papiſts were, 
did nevcr- intend by what they aid for that end, to exclude any truly 


tender Conſciences from their Communion. That which they | 


laid as a Bait for - them,was never intended by them as a Hook for 
thoſe of their own Profeſſion. But the ſame or greater Reaſon which 
made them at that time, yield ſo far to them then, would now have 
perſwaded them t0 alter and lay aſide thoſe. things which yield mate 
ter of offence to any of. the ſame Profeſſion with. themſelves now «: 
For ſurely none will be fo uncharitable: toward thoſe .of his ows 
| Profeſſion, as not to think there 15 . as much reaſon to yigld in com- 


pliance with them, as with the Papiſts. And it cannot but be looked. - 


«yon 45 4--Token of God's ſevere dyſpleaſure againſt us, f any, 
though unreaſonable Propoſals of: Peage between us and the Papiſt s, 
' ſhould meet with ſuch entertainment among many, and yet any fair 
offers of Union and Accommodation among our ſelves be ſo coldly 


embraced and entertained. Thus far our Reverend and.Learn- - 


ed 


| 
| 
| 
| 
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ed Dean of Pauls delivered his Opinipn as to theſe- matters 


of Diſpute near thirty Years a-gone, before the Laws. were \. 
eſtabliſhed againſt Diffenters. And in lis Book, Entituled, 
The unreaſonableneſs of Separation, (wrote twenty years after 
the former) He hath given the World ſacha Teſtimony of 


his real Kindneſs to Diffenters, (notwithſtanding his hard 


uſuage from them) and of his ſincere andhearty deſire to 
heal our nnhappy Breaches,and unite onr unchriſtian Diviſi- 
ons, as will for ever conſecrate his Memory to poſterity. Up- 
on theſe and fome other like Confiderations, I ſhould humbly 
propoſe to the Wiſdom of this preſent Parliament, ſome 
probable means to put an end to our preſent Differences, 
and to Unite ns for the future; that ſo we may become a flou- 
riſhing Nation, free from the Factions and Divifions of for- 
mer Apes, 


Propoſals for our preſent Uniting. 


t. FF Hnmbly propoſe, that the Ceremonies at preſent en- 

joyned. by Law, might be left to the liberty of the 
Clergy touſe orilay afide, and that, becauſe the Diſſenters on 
the one hand are perſwaded that their conformity to them 
would be finfnl ; and the Church of England on the other 
hand hath declared at feveral times that they are things in- 
different, and may be changed. Upon our firſt Refor- 
mation in the account, ſhe hath given of Ceremonies, 
why ſome .be aboliſhed, and ſome retained, She faith 
thus, That as thoſe Ceremonies were taken away which 
were moſt abufed, and did burthen Mens Confciences without any 
cauſe; ſo the other that remain are retained” for Diſcipline and 


. Order, which (upon fiſt cauſes may be altered, a»4 chan- 


ged. Again, ſince his Majefties Reſtauration , in her Pre- 
face to the Common-Prayer , are theſe Words , Thar 


Prefaceto the the particular Forms of Divine Worſhip, and the Rites and 


Common» 


Prayer, 


Ceremonieg- appointed to be. afed, being things in their own Nature 
indifferent and alterable, ' a4 /o etrnlched; it is but reaſon- 
able that upon weighty and important Conſiderations, according to 
the various exigency of times and occaſions, ſuch changes ſhould be 
made therein, as to thoſe that are 4n place of Authority, ſhould 

> : % from 
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rom time to-time ſer either neceſſary or expedient. Atcord; 

om find that in the Reigns of fond, ERS Bleſſed v9 

ſince the Reformation, the Church upon juſt and weighty Conſide- 

rations ber thereunto moving, bath yielded ro make ſuch Alterations 

in ſome ſome particulars, as m their reſpettive times were thoight 

convenient, Thus far the Church of England. And of late I 

find that a very eminent Member thereof, the Reverend Dean 

of Canterbury, hath acquainted us in a publick Sermon 

Preached by him at the Yorkſhire-Feaſt, That though it was not 

for private Perſons to undertake in matters of publick conternment, | 1 Yow's 

yer be thought he had no cauſe to doubt butt the Gavernours. of :0ur Sermon, 

Church. (notwithitanding all the advantages of Authority and Rea- Preached at 

ſon too, as they thought, on their ſide) were Perſons of that Pizty the Tortſbire- 

and Prudence, that for Peace ſake, and in order to a firm Union _ — 

amongſt Proteſtants, they would be content, if that would do it, th 

zot to inſiſt upon little things, bat to yield them wp, whether to the 

infirmity or importunity, or,- perbaps, in ſome very few things, ro 

the plauſuble exceptions of thoſe who differed from them.” ' © 
The Reverend Dr. Sherlock, in a Sermon lately preached 

before the Lord Mayor, hath likewiſe moſt charitably and 

Plouſly declared his Thoughts about theſe-matters of diffe- 

rence in the following Words. | A 


We have reaſon ta hope, that the Charch of England, which pr. Sherbet's 
at the beginning of the Reformation took ſyoh prudent Care not Sermon, 
to offend the Papiſts going farther from them, than was neceſſary ; _—_— _ 
will, whenever it 15 likely 10 do good, condeſctend a great deal = The co 
farther than it. as. neceſfory to reform, to meet the Diſſenter >, 1688, 
for while the external decency, gravity, and ſolemaity of Wor- 


. frip 1s ſecured ;, no wiſe and good Man will think much to chaage 


a changeable Ceremony, when it will heal the Breaches and Di- 


viſions of the Church. And kt us all heartily pray to God that 


there may be this good and peaceable diſpoſition of ind jn all 


- Conformiſts,” ava Non-conformiſts towards. a happy.re-union-;, 


and all conſidering Men will thiak it time to lay aſide ſuch lrtle Diſ- 
putes, when it 1s not meerly the Church of England, | nor any 


particular Sett of Proteſtants, whoſe Ruin- is atmed at, bat the 
whole Proteftant Faith. X 


_ And as a farther Confirmation of the readineſs, not only 
of our Divines, but of the Fathers of our Church to ingou- 
rage ſo glorious a Work, ' HisGrace of Canterbar y, and the 


reſt 


"—_ . 
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| (8) 
reſt of the petitioning Biſhops, did in their famous Petition 
( for which they were ſent Priſoners to the Tower ) aſſure 


his Majeſty, That they did not refuſe to diſtribute and pub- 
lifh his Declaration for Liberty of Conſcience, from any want 


of due Tenderneſs to Difſenters ; in relation to whom they were wil- 


ling to come 'to ſuch a Temper, as ſhould be thought fit, when, that 
Hatter ſhould be conſidered and ſetled in Parhament - and Convo- 
fation. | 

- And not long after another company of Biſhops who were 


ſent for by the late King Fames,to give him their Advice, (iu. 


( in ſeveral important Aﬀairs of the Nation) among other. 


+ things, propoſed , That a Free Parliament ſhould eſtabliſh a dre 


Eiberty of Conſcience. | 
The Archbiſhop of Carterbury was ſo earneſt to pro- 


mote. this -ſd Chriſtian Deſign, that among thoſe admira- 


ble Articles recommended by. his -Grace'to all the Biſhops 
within his' Province, (which were to be more fully inſiſted 
upon in their Addreſſes to the Clergy and People of their 
reſpective Dioceſles) this was one : 
. -That they alſo walk in Wiſdom towards thoſe that are not of our 
Communion : And if there be in their Pariſhes any ſuch, that 
they negleft not frequently to confer with them in the . Spirit of 
Meekneſs, ſeeking by all good Ways and Means to gain and win 
them over to our Communion : More eſpecially that they have 4 
very tender Regard to our Brethren the Proteſtant Diſſenters 3 
that upon oi offered, they viſit them at their Houſes, and re- 
ceive them kindly at their own, and treat them fairly wherever 
#hey meet them ;, perſmading them ( if it maybe )'to a full com- 
pliance with oxr Church, or at leaſt, that whereutito we have 
already attained, we may all walk by the ſame Rule and 
mind the ſame thing. And in order hereunto, that they take all 
"Opportunities of Aſſuring and Convincing them, that the Biſhops 
"of this Church are really aud ſincerely irreconcilable to the Errors, 
Superſtitions, Idolatries and Tyrannies of the Church of Rome. 
And that they warmly and moſt affettionately exhore them, to 
Joys with us in Daily Fervent Prayer te the God of Peace, - for. an 
Univerſal Bleſſed Union of all the Reformed Churches both at 
bome and abroad, againſt our common Enemies, and that all they 
who do confeſs the Holy Name of our Dear Lord, and do agree in 


. .the Truth of his Holy Word, may alſo meet jn vne Holy Communi- 


0, ana live in perfect Unity and Godly Love. Now 


X NOS 
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' Now ſeeing the Church of Egland hath once and again de- 


clared her excellent temper and moderation for the pre- 


ſervation "of Peace and Unity ( the great end and de- 


ſign of all-Church-government ) we have little reaſon to 
queſtion her readineſs ( at ſuch a rime as this is ) to comply 
with ſo modeſt a Propoſal, as a. liberty of uſing or 
refuſing thoſe Ceremonies, which ſhe faith, 1» their own 14- 
ture are indifferent and alterable, and upon wtighty and important 
conſiderations , may bexchanged, &c. or to grant her conſent to 
ſuch a Subſcription,inyelaron to thoſe Articles which concern 
the Government and Diſcipline of the Church, as are propo- 
ſed by the Learned Dean of S. Paul's,in the Appendix ; eſpeci- 
ally conſidering that by this condeſcention of hers, ſhe wilt 
certainly bring into her Communion a great number of pious, 
moderate, and more conſiderative Non-conformiſts : Which. 
will not only add ſtrength to her ſelf, but give a great joy and 
content to all thoſe who have wiſh'd well to the Peace,Unity, 
and proſperity cf this our Church and Nation; To which end 
it would not be amiſs that a ſtri&t Injunction ſhould be laid 
on the Clergy and People to forbear all harſh and unchriſtian 
Language one towards another, and to obſerve the Apoſtles 
Rule, of not judging one another. 

2. I would likewiſe humbly propoſe , That the reſt 


| of the Proteſtant Diſſenters might be indulged by Ac& 


of Parliament ; provided. they neither Preached, wrote, 
nor dAiſcourgd againſt the DoQrine or Government of 
the Church as by Law eſtabliſhed; and that , becauſe 
Charity, which is kind, and thinks no &vH, would oblige a 
ſober and indifferent 'perſon to believe that” the.rcaſon of 
their Separation! from our Church, did chiefly proceed from 
a tenderneſs of Conſcience ( impreſſed upon them by the 
force of their Education, Study, Converſation, &c. ) lelt in 
complying with the preſent eſtabliſhed Form of Worſhip, 
they ſhould fin againſt God, and wound the peace of their 
own Souls: ffor otherwiſe, their own preſent quiet and 
intereſt muſt neceſfarily have obliged: them to a Comp1!- 
ance , they having been under a continual danger and hazard 
of the execution of the Laws eſtabliſhed againſt chem; where- 
by they have been not only deprived of that. Maintenance 
which by the countenance of Authority they might otherw1tz 
have expected and publickly enjoyed, but expoſed to many 
wants, difliculties, and ſufferings.  _, B | #rq- 


” 6 10 ) 
| Propoſals for preventing future Diviſions, 


- | I humbly propoſe to the Wiſdom of this preſent Parlia- 
EE: ment,That an A C_T' might be paſſed,whereby every perſon- 
f ( after a-limited term of years) intending to take holy Or- 
ders ſhould be incapacitated - for any Church-preferment ,. 
or for a Licenſe to preach in private COnoons > who. 
could not give a ſatisfactory account to the Biſhop of the Di- 
oceſs where he intended to ſettle, of his proficiency and abi- 
lity in Church-Hiſtory and Primitive Learning,. whereby he 
Tight be able to givea clear and plain account of what Diſ- 
Cipline and Order were uſed in the Church of God neareſt 

. our Saviour*s and the Apoſtles days z when Differences and” 

| Errours in DofQrine or Church-government began firſt to 
| ariſe; with the Authors, Occaſion, and. EffeQts thereof. 
The Advantages which muſt neceſſarily attend the making of 

| ſucha Law, would be very great both to our intereſt in 
Church and State ; amongſt which I beg leave to name the 
|}. «| | following. | - 
i 1. We might hereby (for the future) more aſſuredly hope 


es er EIT 
= _ 


for, and expect Peace and Union amongſt our Church-Men, 

who having been all well acquainted with Primitive Learn- 

ing and praQtice, with the riſe and growth of all Here- 

_ | ties, Schiſms, and Diviſions in the Church , and with the 

| fatal conſequences which have attended them: 3 they would 

| | not more rationally than unanimouſly make choice of one and 

|» the ſame Form of worſhip and Diſcipline, but moſt heartily 

[ unite in their affections to one another,  endeavouring with 

[ . All their ſtrength and power to maintain the Church in 
| Peace and Unity. : 

2. By this means we might be aſſured to enjoy the moſt + 
| Learned Clergy that ever this Nation brought forth, who. - > 
would not only prove a great Bulwark againſt Popery on 
| | | the one hand, but Schiſm and Faftion on the other ; and 

i | being ſo well accompliſhed for the. Miniſterial Function 
| | ( before they enter into it ) might much more aſſuredly en- - 
: gage the affeQtion and hearts of their people, by ſpending (in 
| private ) the greateſt part of the Week in in{truCting. them 
| wa the Principles, and encouraging them in the Practice o 
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C xt 3 
the Chriſtian Religion z a Duty, alas, too much negleQed in 
our days ! ES 
3. We may then hope for Preferments to anſwer every 
man's Merit ; One of the principal Reaſotis why we have 
more Clergy-men than Liviggs, ſzeming to be this, That a 
great number of ordinary Tradeſmen and Farmers do ſend 
their Children to the Univerſities (being ambitious to make 
them Gentlemen) though they are unable to maintain them 
there above three: or four Years ; in which time ſuch Ac- 
compliſhments are not to be attained as are required by 
this Propoſal ; If therefore ſuch a Law ( as this) were 
once eſtabliſhed , they would be ' willing to bring them up 
to honeſt Profeſſions and Trades, much more ſuitable for 
them ; and Perſons of better Eſtate and' Quality would be 
encouraged to bring up'their Children in- the Univerſities, 
and continue them there until they arrived” to that pitch of 
Learning, which would not only render. them the Honour of 
their own, but the Envy of Foreign Nations, and alſo ca-- 
pacitate them for the enjoyment of a Preferment ſuitable 
to their Parents Charge, and their own Pains and Induſtry ; 
eſpecially if the Kinz would appropriate the Firſt-Fruits 
_ and Tenths of all Eccleſiaſtical Preferments ; or the Parlt- 
- ament ſhould think fit to raiſe a ſum of Mony for the pur- 
chaſing Impropriations, and endowing Livings with ſuch a 
competency as might enable the Incumbeftss to provide com- 
fortably for themſelves and Families, and to keep up decent 
- Hoſpitality in their Neighbourhood, and would annex thoſe 
 1Improprations(when purchaſed) to the Biſhops and Chapters 
of each Dioceſs, who are to be preſumed to be the moſt 
competent Judges of the Abilities of all Perſons to be entruſt- 
cd with the care of Souls: And for the more effeQual Suc- 
ceſs of this important Aﬀair,let the Biſhops be obliged every 
Year to call upon the Univerſities for the-Names;of the moſt 
aaa Learned and Induſtrious Perſons in their ſeveral Col- 
eges. | 
In ſhort, I heartily wiſh that we might often and ſeriouſly 
remember our blefled Saviours Prediction, that @ Kingdom dt 
vided againſt it ſelf,, canuot ſtand ;, and likewiſe conſider that 
fate which attended the Faction and Diviſion of the Jews 3. 
which grew to that height, that they could not forbear de- 
ſtroying each other, even when their declared Enemies the 
Komans were coming to beſiege their City. From which, good 
Lord delſver us, * B 2 APPE 
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His Majeſty's Declaration to all His loving Subjedts of 


Hu Kjngdom of England and Dominion of Wales, 
concerning Ecleſiaſtical Affairs. | 


CHARLES R. 


W O W much the Peace of the State is concerned 
y inthe Peace of the Church, and how difficult a 
thing it 1s to preſerve: Order and Government 
in Civil, whileft there 1s no Order or Govern- 


ment in Eccleſiaſtical Aﬀairs, is evident to the World ; and 


this little part of the World, Our own Dominions, hath had 
ſo late exggrience of ig, that we-may very well acquieſce in 
the Confaſion, without enlarging Our ſelf in Diſcourſe 
upon It, it being a Subject We have had frequent occaſion to 
contemplate upon, and to lament, abroad as well as at 
Home. 


_.) 
In Our Letter to the Speaker of the Honſe of Commons 


from Breda, We declared how much We deſired the Ad- 


vancement and Propagation of the Proteſtant Religion; That 
neither the unkindneſs of thoſe of the ſame Faith towards Us, 


nor the Civilities and Obligations from thoſe of a contrary 


Profeſſion ( of both which We have had abundant evidence) 


could in the leaſt degree ſtartle Us, or make Us ſwerve from 


it, and that 'nothing can be propoſed to manifeſt Our Zeal 
and Aﬀection for it, to which we will not readily conſent; 
And We ſaid then, that We did hope in Cue time, Our ſelf to 
propoſe ſomewhat for the Propagation of it, that will fatisfic 
the World, that We have always made it both Our Care and 
Our Study, and have enough obſerved what is moſt like to 
bring Diſadvantage to it.: And the truth is, We do think Our 
Self the more competent to propoſe, and with God's Aſſi- 


ſtance 


nmr Pryng————roggmnnn_— og _—__— reggae —_—— 
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' _ ſtance to determine many things now in difference, from the 
F time We have ſpent, and the experience We have had in 
| ' moſt of the Reformed Churches abroad, in France, in the 
Low-Countries,and in Germany, where We have had frequent 


\ Conferences, with the moſt learned Men, who have unani- 
; -mouſly lamented the great Reproach the Proteſtant Religion 
, undergoes from the diſtempers and too notorions. Schiſms in 


matters of Religion in England: And as the moſt learned a- 
mong them have always with great Submiſſion and Reverence 
acknowledged and magnified the eſtabliſhed Government 
of the Church of England, and the great Countenance and 
Shelter the Proteſtant Religion received from it, before 
theſe unhappy times; So many of them have with great Inge- 
nuity andSorrow confeſſed, that they were too caſily miſled by 
miſ-information and prejudice into ſome diſeſteem of it, 
as if it had too much complyed with the Church of Kome z 
whereas they now acknowledg it to be the beſt Fence God: 
hath yet raiſed againſt Popery in the World ; And We are 
perſwaded they do with great Zeal wiſh it reſtored to its, 5 
old Dignity and Veneration. | : 
When We werein Holland, We were attended by many 
grave and learned Miniſters from hence, who were looked, 
upon as the moſt able and principal Aſſertors of the Presbyte- 
* rian Opinions, with whom We had as much Conference as. 
the multitude of Aﬀairs which were then upon Us world 
permit Us to have ; and to Our great Satisfattion and Com-. 
fort found them Perſons full of Aﬀection to Us, of Zeal for- 
the Peace of the Church and State, and neither Enemies. 
( as they have been given out to be) to Epiſcopacy or Li- 
turgy, zþut modeſtly to deſire ſuch Alterations in either, as. 
without ſhaking Foundations, might beſt allay the preſent. 
Diſtempers, whtch the Indiſpoſitioa of the time, and the. 
tenderneſs of ſome mens Conſciences had contracted ; For 
the better doing whereof, We did intend, upon Our firſt- 
arrival in this Kingdom to call a Syngd of Divines, as tke - 
moſt proper expedient to provide a proper Remedy for all . 
thoſe Differences and diſ-ſatisfationf which had: or ſhould ; 


G 


ariſe in matters of Religion ; and in the mean time, We 

publiſhed in Our Declaration from Breda a Liberty to ten- - 
der Conſciences, and that no Man ſhould be diſquiet:d or . 
called in queſtion for differences of Opinion in matter of Re- 


; ligion,, 
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*ligion, which do not diſturb the Peace of the Kingdom, and 


that We ſhall-be ready to conſent todſuch an AQ of Parliament 
as upon mature deliberation ſhall be offered to Us, for the 
full granting that Indulgence. 

Whileſt We continued in this temper of mind and Reſoly- 
tion, and have-fo far complyed with-the perſwaſion-of par- 


ticular Perſons, and the diftemper of the time, as to be con- 


tented with the exerciſe of Our Religion in Our own Chapel, 
according to the conſtant practice and Laws eſtabliihed, 
without enjoyning that praQice, and the obſervation of 
thoſe Laws in the Churches of the Kingdom; in which We 
have undergone-the Cenſure of many, as if we were without 
that Zeal for the Church which We ought to have, 
and which by God's grace, 'We ſhall always retain; We 
have found Our Self not fo candidly 'dealt with as We 
have deſerved, and that there are unquiet and reſHeſs 
Spirits, who without abating any of their own diſtemper ia 
recompence of the Moderation they find in Us, continue 
their bitterneſs againſt the Church,and endeavour to raiſe Jea- 
louſies of Us, and to leiſen Our Reputation by their Reproa- 
ches, as if We were not true to the Profeſſions VVe have 
made: And in order thereunto, they have very unſeaſonably 
cauſed to be Printed, Publiſhed, and Diſperſed throughout 
the Kingdom a Declaration heretofore Printed in Our Name 
during the time of Our being in Scotland, of which We 
ſhall ſay no more than that the Circumſtances by which We 
were enforced to ſign that Declaration, are enough known 


' . To the World; And that the worthieſt and greateſt part of | 


that Nation did even then deteſt and abhorr the ill uſage of 
Us in that Particular, when the ſame Tyranny was exerci- 
ſed there by the Power of a few ill Men, which at that time 
had ſpread it ſelf over this Kingdom, and therefore We had 
no reaſon to expect that We ſhould at this Seaſon, when We 
aredoing all We can to wipe out the Memory of all that hath 
been done amifs by other Men, and, We thank God, have 
wiped it out of Our own remembrance, have been Our Self 
aſſaulted with thoſe Reproachesz which We will | likewiſe 
emer. |; : 

Since the Printing this Declaration, ſeveral ſeditious Pam- 
phlets and Qzerics have been publiſhed and ſcattered abroad, 
£0 infuſe Dillike and Jealouſies into the Hearts of the People, 

; | and 


\ 
/ 
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and of the Army, and ſome who ought rather to have re- 
pented the former Miſchief they have wrought, than to have 
endeavoured to improve it,have had the hardineſs to publiſh, 
that the Do&rine of the Church,againſt which, no Man with 
whom We have conferred hath excepted, ought to be re- 
formed as well as the Diſcipline. -* 

This over-paſſionate and turbulent way of proceeding, 
and the Impatience We find in many for ſome ſpeedy deter- 
mination in theſe matters, whereby the Minds of Men may 
be Compoſed, and the Peace of the Church eſtabliſhed, hath 
prevailed with Us to invert the method We had propoſed 
to Our Self, and even in order to the better calling and com- 
poſing of a Synod (which the yr Jealouſfies will hardly 
agree upon) by the aſliſtance o 
We daily invoke and fupplicate, to give ſome determination 


Our Self to the matters in difference,until ſuch a Synod may 


be called, as may without Paſſion or Prejudice, give us ſuch 
farther aſſiſtance towards a perfect union of Aﬀe&tions,as well 
as ſubmiſſion to Authority,as is neceſlary: And We are the ra- 
ther induced to take this upon Us, by finding upon the full 
Conference We have: had with the learned Men of ſeveral 
Perſwaſions, that the Miſchiefs, under which both the Church 


and State do at preſent ſuffer, do not reſult from any fornd. 


Dodrine or Concluſion which either Party maintains or a- 


vows, but from the Paſſion and Appetite, and Intereſt of. 
particular Perſons, who contract greater prejudice to each - 
other, from thoſe Aﬀections, than wonld naturally riſe from 


their Opinions ; and thoſe diſtempers muſt be in me degree 


allayed, before the meeting in a Synod can be attended with - 
better ſucceſs, than their meeting in other places, and their 


diſcourſes in Pulpits have hitherto been ; and till all thoughts 
of Vicory are laid aſide, the humble and neceſſary thoughts 
for the Vindication of Truth cannot be enongh entertained. 


We muſt for the honour of all thoſe of either perſwaſion - 


with whom We have conferred, declare That the Profeſli- 
ons and Deſires of all for the advancement of Piety and true 
Godlineſs, are the ſame ; their profeſſions of Zeal for the 


Peace of the Church, the ſame ; of Aﬀe&ion- and Duty to-- 
Us, the ſame ; They all approve Epifcopacy ; They alt. 
approve a ſet form of Liturgy ; and they all diſprove and. : 
diſlike the fin of Sacriledge, and the alienation. of. the.Reve-- 

Y nus.. 


God's bleſſed Spirit, which. 


po 
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'mve of the Church ; And if upon theſe excellent Fonndati- 


ons, in ſubmiſſion to which there is ſuch a harmony of Aﬀe- 


_ tions, any SuperſtruQures ſhould be raiſed, to the ſhaking 
_ thoſe Foundations, and to-the contrating and leſſening the 
bleſſed gift of Charity, which is a vital part of Chriſtian 


Religion, We ſhall think Our Self very unfortunate, and 
even ſuſpect that We are defective in that adminiſtration of 
Government, with which God hath entruſted Us. - 

We need not profeſs the high Afﬀection and Eſteem' we 
have for the Church of England as it is eſtabliſhed by Law ; 
the Reverence to which hath ſupported'us with Gods Bleſling, 
againſt many temptatious ; nor do We think that Reverence 
in the leaſt degree diminiſhed by Our Condeſcentions, not 
peremptorily to inſiſt on ſome ©particulars of Ceremo- 
ny, which, however introduced by the Piety and:Deyotion; 


and Order of former times, may not be ſo agreeable to the 
preſent, but may even leſſen that Piety and Devotion, - for 

*\ the improvement whereof they might happily be firſt intro- 
| duce&,and conſequently may well be diſpenſed with;and We 


hope this charitable compliance of Ours will : diſpoſe the 
Minds of all Men to a chearful ſubmiſſion to that Authority, 
the preſervation whereof is ſo neceſſary for the Unity and 
Peace of the Church ; and that they will acknowledge the 
ſupport of the Epiſcopal Authority, to be the beſt ſupport 
of Religion, by being the beſt means to contain the Minds 
of Men within the Rules of Government : And they-who 
would reſtrain the exerciſe of that holy Function within the 
Rules which were obſerved in the Primitive times, muſt 
remember and conſider, that /the Eccleſiaſtical Power being 
in thoſe bleſſed times always ſuberdinate. and ſubje&t to the 
Civil; it was likewiſe proportioned to ſuch an: extent of 
Juriſdiction as was moſt agreeable to that ; And as the $an- 
city and Simplicity, and Reſignation of that Age, did then 
refer many things to the Biſhops, which the policy of ſnc- 
ceeding Apes would not admit, at leaſt did otherwiſe pro- 
vide for; ſo it can be no reproach to Primitive Epiſcopacy, 
if where there have been great alterations in the Civil Go- 
vernment, from what was then, there have bcen likewiſe 
fome difference and alteration in the Eccleſiaſtical, the Efſence 
and Foundation being ſtil preſerved. And upon this ground, 


without taking upon Us to cenſure the Government of the 
| Church 
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Church in other Countries, where the Government of the 
State is different from what it is here, or calarging Our 
Self upon the Reaſons why, whilſt there was,an Imaginati- 
on of erecting 4 Democratical Government here in the State, 
they ſhould be willing to continue an Ariſtocratical Govern- 
ment in the Church ; It ſhall ſuffice to ſay, that ſince by the 
wonderful Bleſſing of God, the Hearts of thikwhole Nation 
arereturned to an obedience to Monarchick Government in 
the State, it muſt be very reaſonable to ſupport that Govern- 
ment in the Church which is eſtabliſhed by Law, and with 
which the Monarchy hath flouriſhed through ſo many Ages, 
and. which is in truth as ancient in this Iſland as the Chriſti- 
an Monarchy thereof ; and which hath always in ſome re- 


| ſpedts or degrees been enlarged or reſtrained, as hath been 


thought moſt conducing to the Peace and Happineſs of the 
Kingdom ; and therefore We have not the leaſt doubt but 
that the preſent Biſhops will think the preſent Conceſſions 


now made by Us to allay the preſent Diſtempers, very jult 
and reaſonable, and will very chearfully conform them- 


Felves thereunto. Z 

1. Wedo in the firſt place Declare Our purpoſe and Re- 
ſolution is and ſhall be, to promote the Power of Godlineſs, 
to encourage the exerciſes of Religion, both publick and 
private, and to take care that the Lord's Day be applied to 
holy Exerciſes, without unneceſſary divertiſments ; and that 
inſufficient, negligent, and ſcandalous Miniſters be not per- 
mitted in the Church ; And that as the preſent Biſhops are 


| known to be Men of great and exemplar Piety in their 


Lives, which they have manifeſted in their notorious and 
unexampled Sufferings during theſe late Diſtempers 3 and 
of great and known ſufficiency of Learning; ſo We ſhall take 
ſpecial Care, by the aſſiſtance of God, to prefer no Men to 

t Office and Charge, but Men of Learning, Vertue, and 


| Piety, who may be themſelves the beſt examples to thoſe 


who are to be Governed by them ; And We ſhall expect, 
and provide the beſt We can, that the Biſhops be irequent 
Preachers, and that they do very often Preach themſclves 
in ſome Church of their Dioceſs, except they be hindred by 


Sickneſs, or oJher bodily Infirmities, or ſome other juſtifia- | 


ble ogeaſion, which a wa be thought juſtifiable if it be 
requent. 
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#2. . Becauſe the Dioceſſes", eſpecially ſome of them, are 
thought to be of too large extent : We will appoint. ſucha 


Number of Suffragan Biſhops in.eyery Diocelſs as ſhall be. 


ſufficient for the due performance-of their work. 


3. No Biſhop ſhall Ordain, or exerciſe any part of Juriſ- 
dition which appertains to the Cenfures of the Church, 


without the. advice and aſſiſtance of the Presbyters; And no ' 
_— Chancellors, Commilſlaries, or Officials, as ſuch, ſhall exerciſe 
..any A@ of Spiritual Juriſditidn in theſe caſes (viz. )  Ex- 


communication, Abſolution, or wherein any of the Miniſtry 
are concerned, with reference to their Paſtoral charge. 
However Our intent and meaning is to uphold and maintein 
the Profeſſion of the Civil Law fo far and in fuch matters as 
it hath been of uſe and practice within Qur Kingdoms and 
Dominions; Albeit as to Excommunication, Our Will and 
Pleaſure is, that no Chancellor, Commiſlary, or Official ſhall 
Decree any Sentence of Excommunication or Abſolution, or 
be Judges in thoſe things wherein any of the Miniſtry are 
concerned, as is aforeſaid. Nor -ſhall the Arch-Deacon ex- 
erciſe any Juriſdiction without the advice-and aſſiſtance of 


' fix Miniſters of his Arch-Deaconcy, whereof three to.be no- 


Minated by the Biſhop, and three by the eleQion'of the ma- 
jor part of the Presbyters within the Arch-Deaconry. 

' 4 To the end that the Deans and Chapters may be the 
better fitted to afford Counſel and Aſſiſtance to the Biſhops, 
both in Ordination and the other: Offices mentigned before ; 
We will take care that thoſe Preferments begiven- to the 
moſt Learned and Pious Presbyters of the Dioceſs ; And more- 
over that an equal number (to thoſe of the Chapter) of the 
moſt learned, pious, and diſcreet Presbyters of the ſame 
Dioceſs, annually choſen by the major vote of all the Preſ- 
byters of that Dioceſs preſent at ſuch EleQions, ſhall be 
.always adviſing and aſliſting , together with thoſe. of 
the Chapter, in all Ordinations, and in'every part of Juriſ- 
diction which appertains to the Cenſures of the Church,and 


at all other ſolemn and important Actions in the exerciſe of 


the Eccleſiaſtical Juriſdiction, wherein any of the Miniſtry 


_ are concerned : Provided that at all ſuch Meetings, the num- 


ber of the Miniſters fo elefted, and thoſe preſent of the 
Chapter ſhall be equal, and not exceed one the other, and 
that to make the numbers equa], the Juniors of the exceed- 
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| Ing number be withdrawn that the moſt ancient may take 


PAY 


place :, nor ſhall any Suffragan Biſhop ordain or exerciſe the 
fore-mentioned Offices and acts of Spiritual Juriſdiftion, but 
with the advice and aſſiſtance of a ſufficient number of the 
moſt judicious and pious Presbyters annually choſen as afore- 
faid within his Precincts : And Our Will is that the great 
work of Ordination be conſtantly and ſolemnly performed 
by the Biſhop-and his aforeſaid Presbytery, at the four ſet 
times and ſeaſons appointed by the Church for that purpoſe: 

5. We will take care that Confirmation be rightly and ſo- 


AJemnly performed, by the Information, and with the Con» 


ſent of the Miniſter of the place ; who ſhall admit none to 


_ the Lord's. Supper, till they have made a credible Profeſſi- 


on of their Faith, and promiſed Obedience to the Will of 
God; according as is expreſſed in the Conſiderations 'of the 
Rubrick before the Catechiſm ; And that all poſſible diligence 
be uſed for the Inſtruction and Reformation of ſcandalous 
Offenders, whom the Miniſter ſhall not ſuffer to partake of 
the Lord's Table, until they have openly declared them- 
ſelves to have truly repented and amended their former 
naughty Lives, asis partly expreſt in the Kubrick, and more 
fully in the Canons 3 Provided there be place for due Appeals 
to Superiour Powers. But beſides the Suffragans and their 
Presbytery, every Rural Dean (thoſe Deans, as heretofore, 
to be nominated by the Biſhop of the Dioceſs) together with 
three or four Miniſters of that Deanery, choſen by the ma- 


jor part of all the Miniſters within the ſame, ſhallmeet'once 


inevery Month, to receive ſuch Complaints as ſhall be pre- 
ſented to them by the Miniſters or Church-Wardens 
of the reſpective Pariſhes ; and alſo to compoſe all ſuch 
differences betwixt Party and Party, as ſhall be referred un- 
to them by way of Arbitration, and to convince Offenders, 
and reform all ſuch things as they find amiſs by their Paſtoral 
Reproofs and Admonitions, if they may be ſo Reformed : 
And ſuch Matters as they cannot by this Paſtoral and Per- 
ſwaſive way compoſe and reform, are by them to be prepa- 
red: for, and preſented to the Biſhop ; at which Meeting a- 
ny other Miniſters of that Deanery, may, if they pleaſe, 
be preſent and aſſiſt. Moreover, the Rural Dean and his 
- Aſſiſtants are in their reſpective Diviſions to ſee that the 


[Children aad younger ſort be carefully inſtructed by the re- 
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| HpeRtive Miniſters of every Pariſh, in the Grounds '6f Chri: 


ſtian Religon, and be able to give a good: account of theif 
Faith and Knowledge, and alſo of their Chriſtian Converſa- 
tion conformable thereunto, before they be ' confirmed by 
the Biſhop, or admitted to the Sacrament of the Lord's 
SuPPer. ROY h2228 | 

6. No Biſhop ſhall exercife any Arbitrary Power, or do- 
or impoſe any thing upon the Clergy or the People, but what 
is according to the known Law of the Land. 

7. We are very glad to find, that all with whom we 
have conferred, do in their Judgments approve & Liturgy, 
or fet Form of Publick Worſhip,to be Lawful ; which in Our 
Judgment, for the preſervation of Unity and Uniformity,, 
We conceive to be very neceſſary : And though we do eſteem. 
the Liturgy of the Church of England, conteined in the Book 
of Common Prayer, and by Law eſtabliſhed, to be the 
beſt We have ſeen; And We believe that We have ſeen all 
thatare extant and uſed in this part of the World, and well 
know what Reverence moſt of the Reformed Churches, or 
at leaſt the moſt Learned Men in thoſe Churches have for it ; 
Yet ſince We find ſome exceptions made againſt ſeveral 
things therein, We will appointan equal number of Eearned 
Divines of both Perſwaſions, to re-view the ſame, and to 
make ſuch alterations as ſhall be thought moſt neceſlary ;. 


and ſome additional Forms ( 1n the Scripture phraſe, as.near * 


as may be )) ſuited unto the nature of the ſeveral parts of 
"Worſhip, and that it be left to the Miniſters choice to ufe 
-one or other at his diſcretion. In the mean time, and till 
this be done, although We do heartily wiſh and deſire, 
that the Miniſters -in_their ſeveral Churches, becauſe they 
diſlike fome Clauſes.and Expreſſions, would not totally. lay 


aſide the uſe of the Book of Common Prayer, but read thoſe - 


parts againſt which there can be noexception z which would- 


be the beſt inſtance of declining thoſe marks of Diſtin&tion, | 


-which We ſo: much labour and deſire to-remove ; Yet in- 
Compaſſion to divers-of Our good Subjets, who fcruple the 
uſe of it, as now. it is, Our Will and Pleaſure is, that none 


. be puniſhed or troubled for net. uſing it, until it be reviewed, 
and effeQtually Reformed, as aforeſaid: | 


8. Laſtly, Concerning Ceremonies, which have admini- 


| Rred ſo.much matter of. difference.and contentiog,and which: 


have. 
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kave been introduced by the Wiſdom and Authority :of the 
Church, for edification, , and the improvement of Piety : 
We ſhall ſay no more, but that We have the more efteem of 


all, and Reverence for many of them, by having. been | 
ſent in many of thoſe Churches where they are moſt = 


Hſhed, or diſcountenanced ; And it cannot be doubted, but 


that, as the Univerſal Church cannnot introduce one Cere-- 
 mony in the Worſhip of God,. that is contrary to God's 


Word expreſſed in the Scripture ; ſo-every National:Church, 
with the Approbation and Conſent of the Sovereign. Power, 


may, and hath always introduced ſuch particular Ceremonies, 


as in that conjunQure of time are thought Moſt proper for 


edification and the neceſſary improvement of Piety and. * 


Devotion in the People, though the neceſſary practice there- 


of cannot be deduced from Scripture ;,. and that which be-- * 
Fore was, and in it {elf is indifferent, ceaſes to be indifferent, 
after it is once eſtabliſhed by Law: And therefore Our preſent 


Conſideration and Work is, to gratifie the private Conſci- 
ences of thoſe who are grieved with the uſe of ſome Cere- 
monies, by indulging to, . and diſpenſing with their omit- 
ting thoſe Ceremonies z- not utterly to aboliſh any which are 


Eſtabliſhed by Law, (if any are praiſed contrary to Law, 
the ſame ſhall ceaſe ). which would be unjuſt,. and of ill: ex- 


ample ; and to impoſe upon the Conſcience of ſome, for the 


fatisfation of the Conſcience of others, which'is otherwiſe 


provided for. As it could' not be reaſonable that men ſhould: 
expe, that We ſhould Our Self decline, or enjoyn- others 
to.doſo, to receive the Bleſſed Sacrament upon: Qur Knees, 


which in Our Conſcience is the. moſt humble, moſt devout, 
' and moſt agreeable Poſture for that Holy Duty, becauſe ſome 


other met, upon reaſons beſt, if not only known to them - 


&lves, chooſe rather to do it ſitting or ſtanding : We ſhall. 
' leave all deciſions and determinations of that kind, if they 


ſhall be thought neceſſary for a perfe&t and entire Unity and 


-_ Uniformity throughout the Nation, to the advice of a Na- 
tional Synod, which ſhall be duly called 


after a little time, 
and a mutual Converſation between perſons of different per- 
ſwaſions, hath mollified thoſe diſtempers, abated thoſe ſharp- 
ne{ſſes, and extinguiſhed: thoſe jealouſtes which make men 


nfit for thoſe Conſultations 3 And upon ſuch advice, We- 
hall uſe Qur beſt endeavor that ſuch. Laws may ba. 
| | | bliſhed.. 
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' Queen Elizaberh, Chapter the twelth, ſo he read and declare 


Hliſhed; as tray beſt providefor. the Peace of. the Churchand 


State. Provided that none ſhall be denied the Sacrament's 
the Lord's Supper, though they do not uſe the geſture of 
kneeling in the Act of receiving. © - | Joby 
In the mean time, out of Compaſſion and Compliance to- 
wards thoſe who would forhear the Croſs in' Rape, we 
are content that no Man ſhal! be compelled to uſe the ſame, 
'or ſuffer for not doing it : But if any Parent deſire to have 
his Child Chriſtned according to the Form uſed; and the. Mi- 
Nniſter will not uſe the Sign, it ſhall be lawful for that Pa- 
rent to procure another Miniſter to doit: And if the pro- 
per Miniſter ſhall refuſe to omit that Ceremony of the Croſs, 
it ſhall be lawful for the Parent, who would not haye his 


Child ſo Baptiſed, to procure another Miniſter to-do it, who 


will do it according to his deſire. Ho 
"No Man ſhall be compelled to bow at the Name of JESUS, 
or ſuffer'in any degree for not doing it, without reproach- 
ing thoſe who out of their Devotion continue that ancient 
Ceremony of the Church. | $-u 
' For the uſe of the Surplice, we are contented that all 
Men be left to their Liberty to do as they ſhall think fit,with- 
out ſuffering in the leaſt degree for ,wearing, or not wear= 
Ing it; Provided, tbat this liberty do not extend to Our own 
Chappel, Cathedral, or Collegiate Churches, or to any Col- 
ledge ineither of Our Univerſities ; but that the ſeveral Sta- 
tutes and Cuſtoms for the uſe thereof in the ſaid places, be 
there obſerved as formerly. | SEE 
And becauſe ſome Men, otherwiſe pious and learned, ſay, 
They cannot conform unto the Subſcription required by the 
Canon , nor take the Oath of Canonical Obedience ; We 
are content, and it is Our Will and Pleaſure, (fo they take 
the Oaths of* Allegiance and Supremacy) that they ſhall re- 
cave Ordination, Inſtitution, and InduQtion, .and- ſhall be 
permitted to exerciſe thein Fuuction, and to enjoy-/the Pro- 
fits of their Livings, without the ſaid Subſcription 'or Oath 
of Canonical Obedience : And moreover, That no Perſons 
m the Univerſities ſhall for the want of ſach Subſcription 
be hindred in the taking of their Degrees. Laſtly, That” 
none be judged to forfeit his- Preſentation or Benefice, or 
be deprived of it, -upon the .Statute of the Thirteenth of 


his 
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\ 
his afſent to all the Articles: of Religion, which only: con- 
.cern the Confeſſion of - the true Chriſtian Faith, and the Do- 


&rine fof the Sacraments comprifed in:the Book of Articles 


. inthe ſaid Statute mentioned. In aword, We do again-re- 


new what we have formerly -faid 'in''Qur Declaration from 


Breda, for the liberty of- tender Conſciences, that no Man 


ſhall be diſquieted or called in queſtion for differences of O- 
Pinion in- matters of Religion, which dp not difturb- the 


| Peace of the Kingdom ; and if. any, have'been diſturbed in 
that kind ſince our arrival here, 'it hath not proceeded from - 


any. direction of Ours. | 
To conclude, and in this place to explain what We men-- 
tioned before, and faid in Our Letter to the Honſe of Com- 


mons from Breda, That We hoped in due time, Our Self to . 


propoſe ſamewhat for the Propagation of the Proteſtant 
Religion, that will fatisfie the World, that We have always 
made it both Our Care and Our Study, and haye enough ob- 
ſerved what is moſt like to bring diſadvantage to it : We 
do conjure all Our Loving Subjects to acquieſce in, and ſub- 
mit this Our Declaration concerning thoſe differences which 
have ſo much diſquieted the Nation at home, and given ſuch 


offence to the Proteſtant Churches abroad, and brought ſuch 
reproach upon the Proteſtant Religion in general, from the - 
Enemies thereof; as if upon obſcure notions of Faith and 


Fancy. it did admit the praQtice of Chriſtian Duties and O- 
bedience to be diſcountenanced and Tulpended, and intr 

a Licence in Opinions and Manners, to the prejudice of the 
Chriſtian Faith. And tet Us all endeavour. and emulate each 
other in thoſe endeavours, to countenance and advance the 


Proteſtant Religion abroad, which will be beſt done by ſup- . 
portiug the Dignity and Reverence due to the beſt Reform-- 


ed Proteſtant Church at home 3 and which being once freed 


from the Calumnies and Reproaches it hath undergone from - 


theſe late ill times, will be the beſt ſhelter for thoſe, abroad, 
which will by that Countenance both be the better Pro- 
tected againſt their Enemies, and be the more eaſily indu- 
ced to compoſe the differences amongſt themſelves, which 


give their Enemies more advantage againſt them : And 


We hope and expeca that all Men will henceforward for- 
bear to vent any ſuch Doctrine in the Pulpit, or-to endea- 
vour to work in ſuch manner upon the Aﬀections of the 
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"People, as may diſpoſe them to an-ill Opinion of Ue 


and the Government, and to diſturb the Peace of the 
Kingdom. Which'if all Men will in their feveral Voca- 
tions endeavour to preſerve with the fame Aﬀetion and 
Zeat We Our, Self willdo; all Our good Subjedts will 
by Gods Bleſſing upon Us enjoy as great a meaſure of 
Felicity, as this Nation hath ever done, and which We ſhall 
conſtantly. Labour to procure for them, as the . greateſt 
Bleſſing God can beſtow upon Us in this World. 


Given at our Court at-Whitehall this 
Twenty fifth day of Offober. 1660. 
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The Reverend Dear of Pauls bs Propoſals or Terms of 


>. Union, betwixt the Churchof England ard the ae 


Pp 


ſenters Taker out of his Treface to the Unreaſo* 


wableneſs of Separation, Pag. or, 82, 03, &4, 35» 


_ 86, 87, 88, 89, 90, 91, 92, 93s 94+. 


TS there nothing 'to. be done for Diſſenting Proteſtants, 
3 who agree. with us in all DoRrinal Articles of our 
Church, and only ſcruple the uſe of a few Ceremonies, 
and ſome hate Impofttions.? Shall theſe Differences {till be 
continued, when'they- niay be ſo eaſily removed ? and f6 
many Uſeful Men be Encouraged, and taken into the Con- 
{ticution ? Do we value a few indifferent Ceremonies, and 
ſome late Detlarations, and doubtful Expreflions , be+- 
yogd the latisfation of Mens Conſciences, and the Peace 
and Stability of this Church ? Te 


. As to this material Queſtion, I ſhall crave leave to deliver my 
pinion freely and impartially ; and that, 

I. F/#h reſpet# tothe Caſe of the People; the Terms of whoſe 
Union with us, is acknowledged by our Brethren to 4 much, 
eaſier than their owwn, But theſe are of two ſorts : 

I. Some allow the ufe of the Liturgy, but ſay they can- 
not joynin Communion with us, becaufe the participation 
of the Sacraments hath ſuch Rites and Ceremonies annex- 
ed to it, which they think unlawful; and therefore till 
theſe 'be removed, . or left indifferent, they dare not joyn 
with ns in Baptiſm or the Lord's Supper ;- becauſe in the 
one the Crols is uſed, and in the other Kneeling is requi- 
red. Asto theſe I anſwer, 3 
. (1. ) Upon the moſt diligent Segrch I could make into theſe 
tings, I find no_good ground for any ſcruple of Conſcience, as to 
to the ufe of theſe Ceremunies ; and as little 2s any as to the Sign 
of the Crols, as it ws uſed in our Church ; notwithſtanding all the 
w01ſe 1hat hath been made about its being a New Sacrament, and 


Thnew tot what ;" but of this at large in the- follow:ng Trea* 


tiſe, D ( 2.) 
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(26) . | 
(2.) TIſcs n0 ground ' for the Peoples Separation from other - 
As of Communion, on the account of ſome Rites they ſuſpe(} to be 


unlawful : And eſpecially when the uſe of ſuch Rites is none of 


their own At, as the Crols in Baptiſin is not 3 and when ſuch 


an Explication is annexed concerning the intention of Kneeling art 


the Lord's Supper, as is in the Rubrick after ;he Commu- 
1N40n. 

 ((3.) Notwithſtanding, becauſe the uſe. of Sacraments in a 

Chriſtian Church, _—_ to be the moſt. free from all Exceptions, 

and they ought to be ſo Adminiſtred, as rather to invite than diſ- 

courage ſcrupulons Perſons from joyning in them: I do think' it 

would be a part of Chriſtian Wiſdom and Condeſcention in the 

Governors. of our Chu:ch, to remove thoſe Bars from a freed; 

in joyning in full Communion with ws. Which may be done, either 

by wholly taking away the Sign of the Croſs, or if that may give 

offence to others, by confining the .uſe of it to the publick Admini- 
fratim of Baptiſm ; or by leaving it indifferent, as the Parents 
defireit, As'to Kneeling at the Lord's Supper, ſince ſome Po- 

ſture is neceſſary, and:many Deyout People ſcruple any other, ant 
the Primitive Church did in Ancient times receive it in,abt 

Poſture of. Adbration, there is no. reaſon td take - this away, evews 
in Parochial Churches; provided, that thoſe who ſcruple Knesl- 

ing, do receive it with the leaſk Offence to' others, and: rather 
Standing than Sitting, becauſe the former is moſt agreeable to the 
prattice of Antiquity, and' of: our Neighbour-Reformed Charehes, 
As. to the. Surplice in Parochial Churches, zt is not of that 
conſequence as to bear a Diſpme. one way or other ; and as 10 Ca- 
thedral Churches, there zs ns neceſſity of alteration, But there 
is another thing which ſeems to- be of late much ſcrupled in Bap- 
tiſm, viz. The Uſe of God fathers and God-mothers . Ex- 
cluding the Parents. Although I do wot queſtion, but the Prac- 
tice of our Church may be juſtified, ( as. bave done it towards the 
end of the following Treatiſe; ) yet 1 ſee no neceſſity-of adhering 
fo ſtriftly to the Canon here, but that a little alteration may 
prevent theſe Scruples, either by permitting the Parents to joyn 
with the Sponſors ; or by the Parents. publickly deſiring the Spon- 
ſors to repreſent them. in offering the Child to Baptiſm ; or which 
feems moſt agreeable.To Reaſon, that the Parents offer the Child to 
Baptiſm, and then the Spenſors perform the Covenanting part; re- 
preſenting the Child; and the Charge after Baptiſm be given in 
«@72109 50 the Parents and Sponſors. 
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# fill Union of the Body of ſuch Difſenters with us, in all Atts 
of Divine Worſhip, and Chriſtian Communion, as do wot re- 
52 all Communion with us a3 unlawful. | 
' 2. But becauſe there are many of thoſe, who are become zealont 
Proreſtants, and plead much their Communion with us ia 
Faith and Doctrine, although they cannot joyn with us in 
Worſhip, becauſe they deny the Lawfulneſs of Liturgies, 
and the right Conſtitution of our Churches ; their cf 
deſerves ſome conſideration, whether and how far they are capa 

being made ſerviceable to the common Intereſt, and to the ſupport 
of the Proteſtant Religion among. us. hes 
' Totheir Caſe I anſwer, | 

Firft, That a general unlimited Toleration ts — 
Proteſtants, will ſoon _ Confuſion among us, and in the e1 
'Popery,. as 7 'bave | ſhewe | 
Penal Laws that relate to Diſſenters is the ſame thing with a 
boundleſs Toleration. | | 
' * Secondly, Tf any preſent Favours be granted toſuch, in conſide- 
ration of our Circumſtances, and to prevent their Conjun#ion with 
che Papiſts, for a general Toleration, ( for if ever the Papiſts 
obtain it, it muſ# be under their Name : ) I, T [ay, ſuch Favour be 
thought fit to be ſhewed them, it ought to be 


follow upon it : For all ſuch Meetings are a perpetual Reproac 

to our Churches, by their declaring, That our Churches are no 
true Churches ; that our manner of Worſhip is unlawful ; 
and that our Church-Government is Antichriſtian; anq 
that on theſe accounts they ſeparate from us, and her 


"God by themſelves. But if ſuch an Indulgence be thought 


t0 be granted, I humbly offer theſe things to Conſideration. 
I. That none be permitted to enjoy the priviledge 4 it, who #» 
not declare, That they do hold Communion wit 


orhers, and will give'Countenance to endleſs. and cauſeleſs Separa- 
T1075 | eli | | 


2. That all who enjoy it, beſides taking the Teft againſt P6: 


' pery, do ſubſcribe the Thirty Six Articles of our Faith, becauſe 


he pretence. of this Liberty, us joyning with us.in Points of Faith; 


' 
and this may more probably prevent Papilts getting in amongſt 
« th L - 4 as « 3 ms g Tj 4 


D 2 | 3- That 


already; and a Suſpenſion of all the 


with ſuch Reſtriffions 
.ani Limitations as may prevent the Miſchief which may eofi 


| | our Chur-' 
"ches to be Unlawful. For it ſeems unreaſonable to allow it to 


(68) 
'. 3. That all ſuch as enjoy. it, muſ# declare the particular Congre- 
ations they wg of Fay. their Names be ire fach Comma, 
oners as ſball be Authorized for that purpoſe; that ſo this may be: 
70 mp Idle, Looſe, and Prophane Perſons, never going. to 
gny Church at all, © + | | | PRES 
' 4» That both Preachers - aud Congregations be liable . to' ſeruere = 
Fane, they uſe any bitter or nmnoofes words, either im Ser- 
10ns or Writings, againſt the Eftablifhed Conſtitution of our Chur- 
6bes 3. becguſe they deſire only the freedom of their own Conſciences., 
and the uſing this Liberty, will diſcover 3 5s nat. Conſcience, but 4 
turbwent, fattious Humour, which makes rhem- ſeparate.from our 
_— UI 7 y LEM x. 
5. That all Tndulged Perſons be particularly- obliged . to pay all 
legal Duties to the Parochial Churches,” ( leſt meer Covetouſne(s 
Fempt Men to run among them) and 0 Perſons {a Indulged, .ve 
capable of any Publick Office. » It not being reaſonable that ſuch 
ould be trufted with Government, who Jok .#pon the Worſhup” 
eſtabliſhed by Law" as Unlawful. © — © h 
. - 6. That 910- other Penalty be laid on (ch indulged Perſons, but 
that of Twelve Pence a Sunday for their abſence from their Pa- 
rochial Churches, which owght to be duly Colleted for the Uſe 
of the Poor, and cannot be complained of as any beavy Burthen, 


m— 
VB WE > Ws 9 A” 65 ns a. 


0 RR FW. eo 


—_——_ "I - s 
a $US: os oY Y 5 I or: opt z ies w—_ - _- - A b 0 
=." —— 00 RICO ants oy _— m— bh m_ hte <A. 
—— _ = = _ -- ”s war . ”» x A E4h26s on " _ =—_ ' 
a . —_———————— 

7 - _ _ ———— - 
. - _ 
W— - ho _ ” _ _— : . _ . 


II Tn 
a ee A a err rr  Onmom—U—_—R 
-- "oe - 
- - ” 


wm _ _— 
OT IEINGT bs 
One 


confudering the Liberty they do enjoy by it. 


inted by Law, have an 
ex Account given to themof the Rule of their Worſhip and Dil- 
Cipline, and of all the Perfens belcnging to the indulged Congrega- 
Tons, with their Qualities and Places of Abode. ind that none be 
admitted a Member of any ſuch Cougregaticn without acquainting 
their Viſitor with it, that ſo means may be uſed. to prevent their - 
kaving our Communion, by giving ſatisfatzon to their. ſcruples.. 
Thy Power of the Biſhops cannot be. [crupled by them, ſince hereia. 
by are conſidered as Commiſſioners appumnted by Law. * 
_ 8. That no-inaplged Perſons preſume under {euere Penalties to 
breed up Scholars, or to teach Gentlemens Sons Univerſity-Learn-- 
ing; becauſe this may be juſtly looked on as a deſigu to propagate- 
Schiſm ro Poſterity, azd to lay a Foundation for the diſturbance: 
af Rune FGenions. > 5 Eon oo 
1h. As to. the: Cale of the. ejefted Miniſters. I' have. theſe 
things #0 offer :. ; | 4+ to REI 
1. That bare Subſcription of che Thirty fix Articles concerning 
Podrinal Points, be. nor allowed as ſufficient to qualifie any Jan 


Br- 


7. Thai the Biſhops, @s Viſitors appo 


- Nine Articles; ev 
_ba:#eady to defie: and. center tha 


. 1%) 
r aLivibg,: o avy Cluireh-prefermenit; for theſe Reaſons. 


Pk Any Lay-man por theſe Terms may - nat only be capable 


of atwgiars but may take upon hjm to. Adminiſter the Sacra- 
ments ;. which was never allowed in any well-conftitited Church 
in the Qhriſtian World. Avd ſuth av allowance among. us, m: 
fead of Jetling and uniting ws, will immediately.bring things into 
great Qonfufion, and give 'mighty Advantage to the Papilts a- 
$ainft our Church. And we have reaſon to, fear, s Deſign of 
this Nature, under a-pretence of Union of Proteſtants,” rends to 
the Sub uerſian. of this.Ghurch,' axd throwing all shings into con- 


faſion; \which at laſtanll\end iu Popery. oo 

Secondly, This 22/1 brmg a Fa&ion into the Church, which 
will more endavger it than External Oppoſition. For ſuch Men will 
come: in Triu _ baving beaten down Three of rhe Thirty 


; who. ſubmitted to. the reſt, and 
ts glory in their Conqueſts, and draw: fallowers after ther, as the 
Filtorious Confeſſors againſt Prelacy avd Ceremonies. ' And can 
they imagine thoſs of . the Church of England will ſe the Repu- 
tation of the Church, or their own, to ſuffer ſo much, and not ap: 
pear-jn their own. Vindication ? Things are vot core 16 that paſs, 


ne# 2241l- they ſuddenty be, that the Friends: of the . Church of 


Englaad'-2/i/] be rither afraid, or aſhamed. to. pn her Cauſe, 
We do heartily and ſincerely defire JJnion with our Brethren, if it 
way be had on juſt and reaſonable Terms ; but they muſs nat think, 
that 2ve will give up the Cauſe of the Church for it, ſo as to 
condemy' its:Conſtitution,. or wake the Ceremonies unlawful, 
twhich bave bets hitherto obſerved and pratiled in it, If any Ex- 
Pedient canbe found. out: for the eale of atber. Mens Conſciences, with- 
out TAE on our on; tf they cen.be taken in, without reproach 
/ 


or difhonour to the Reformation of the\Church ; I hope no true 


Son of ths Church of England w://.oppaſe.ir. But if the Deſign” 


beth bring them in as @ Faction to bridle and controll the Epiicor 


pal Power, 6p./etting up forty Biſhops 3n-4.Dioceſs againſt one ;. 


uf, it be for then to trampie upou the Church of England, and 
wot to ſubmit to its Order and Government upon fair and mode- 
rate terms, let them not call this a Deſign of Union, but the giving 
Law to a Party to oppoſe” the Church of England. And what 
the' ſweceſs:of this will be, let wiſe Men judge. | 

+ Thirdly, If a Subſcription .:o Thirty Six Articles were fuf+ 


ficient by. rhe Statute 13 Eliz. C. 12. 1.do not. underſtand. how by 


wvittue' 


being 311 _y Poſſeſſion of thewr Places, will” 
n 


I Dn nr tr 


Wiki RE, X=Xx= 
$181 11 wirtueof that Statute a Maw is bound publickly to nnad rhe Thirty * 
| nine Articles in the Church, .and:the Teſtimonial of his Sub- 
B1UWLH ſcription, on pain of being deprived vpſo fa#o, if he do not; 
\' \'þ ©o. Inſt. 4. For the L.Ch.F. Coke ſaith, 'That'Subfcription. tothe: 39 Ari 
TRUH Part 323, 324-ticles. is required by force of che A of Partiament, 13 Eliz; 
C. 12. Andbe adds, That the Delinquent is:difabled and tes 
prived ipſo fa#o; and-thata conditional Subſcription to them, 
was not ſufficient, was reſolved by all the Judges in England, 
But how a Man ſhould be deprived iplo faco for not Subſcribing, 
and Reading the 39 Articles, as appears by the Caſes mentioned in 
Coke, and yet be required only to ſubſcribe 40 36, by the ſame 
Statute, is @ thing too hard for me to conceive. | © 
ij : | 2. But notwithſtanding this, if avy temper can be found out, as 
'y to the manner of Subſcription, that may give eaſe to the ſerws 
ih ples of our Brethres, and ſecure the Peace of .the Church, the de+ 
RO fired Union may be attained without | that apparent danger of i 
Wt , creaſing the Fattions among us. . IDE _ 
uy And this I ſuppoſe may be done, by an abſolute Subſcription to all 
| | thoſe Articles hh concern the Doctrins of the true Chriſtian 
Y - Faith, and the Uſe of the Sacraments ;. and a ſolemn Pro- 
J miſe under their hand, or Subſcription of Peaceable Subs 


Wilgt miſſion, «s ro the reſt, ſo as:not to oppoſe or contralli them, either 
ihe | 71 Preaching'or Writing ; _ the ſame Penalty. as if they bad 
WL wor ſubſcribed to the 36. Which may be a-more probable means to 
{| keep the-Church in quiet, than forcing a more rigorous Sublcrip» 
tion por them, or leaving them attheir full liberty, 6 
3. As to the other Subſcription-required, 1 Jac. tothe 3 Ar- 
ticles. The firſt is provided for. by the Oaths of Allegiance ane 
Supremacy. The Third 4s the ſame with the Subſcription to-rhe 
29 Articles. nd as to the ſecond, about the Book of Com 
WEST mon-Prayer, &Cc. It ought-to be conſidered, 0 | 
MINES: oo» _ (1.) Whether, for the ſatisfattion of the ſcrupulous, ſome more 
(SSH:  duubtful and obſcure paſſages may not yet be explained or amended? 
000: Ihether the New Tranllation .of the Plalms''were not fitter to 
be uſed, at leaſt in Parochial Churches ? Wherher mes of 
Canonical Scripture were not better put inſtead of Apocrypha 
Leſſons? Whether the Rubrick about Salvation of Infants, mighe 
wot be reftored to its former place, in the Office of Confirmation, 
and ſo the preſent exceptions againſt it be removed? Whether thoſe 
expreſſions which ſuppoſe the Fit exerciſe of Diſcipline, i Bary- 
ing the Dead, Es at liberty im our preſent Caſe 8 
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Sath a Review made by Wiſe and Peaceable Men, not given to 
Wrath-anvd--Diſputing, may be ſo far from being a diſhonour to 
this Church, that it may add to the Glory of it. | 
+ (25) Upon ſuch © Reyiew, whethe? it be uot great reaſon tha. 
all. Perſons. 2»bo Officiate in, the Church, be not only tied to @ con- 


fant Ute of *#t in all publick Offices, (as often as they admini- 


ſter them) which they ought in Perſon frequently to do ; but to de- 
clare at their firſt entrauce upon a Parochial Charge, their ap- 
probation of the Uſe of xt, after their own Reading of it, that ſo 


the People may not ſuſpett them to carry on 4 fattionus Deſipn, un- 


der an outward pretence of Conformity tothe Rules of the Church 
they live in, EE el LL, bal 

(3.) Whether ſuch a ſolemn Uſing the Liturgy, and approba- 
tion and promiſe. of the Uſe of it, may not be ſufficient, in ſtead. 


fon late-Form of n—_ their Aſſent and Conſent, . which 
y vIF» 


tb been ſo mnrh-lcrupled by our Brethren? © © ML 
; Theſe areallthe things which appear to me reaſonable to be allowt#d' 
21 order to an Union, and which I fuppoſe may be granted without 
detriment or diſhonour to our Church. There are other things very 
defirable towards the happineſs and flouriſhing of th; Church; - 
es the.extreiſe.of Diſcipline in Parochial Churches, ina dueſub+ 
ordination to the Biſhop ; -rhe Reforming the Eccleſiaſtical 
Courts as to Excommunication, without prejudice to the excellent 
Profeflion of the Civil Law ; the Building of more Churches ir 
great Pariſhes, eſpecially about theCity of London; the retrench- 


#g Pluralities; rhe ftritineſs and ſolemmity of Ordinations ; - the 
making @& Book. off Canons ſuitable to this Age, far the better Re- 


gulating the Converſations of the Clergy..' Such things as theſe;. 
might facilitate our Union, and make our Church in Jp'ght of all. 
#s Enemies become. a Praiſe in the whole Earth. 
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A Specimr of dB, for Oniting Proteſiants3 being 4 
 rowgh\ Dranght "of ſuch" Terms, ar ſeen equal for uh? 
'' Conformiſt #7 grants aud the Non-conformiſt#s yield 
#0, for Peace ſaks 5 Provided a good while, end Pub- 
+ lifted on purpoſe only for the farther, better, and more 
.. eaſte Conſideration of the Parliament, wo weed lg nu + a : 

Hereas, there are many Jealouſies riſen about Popery; 
-V which makes it even necefliry- te. the peace of the 

Nation, that the Prateftant Intereſt be united and ſtrengthens 

ed.by a. Goed and Lawfill Means :. And ty this end,. there 

being this one proper Expedient; to wit ;; The remquing the 


Occalion of Diviſions, whictrfeveral perſons dofindto'thein- 


telves in' thofe late Injundtions, which yet were intended te 
the ſame'purpoſe-of Concord in the Nation: Beit Enacted - 
——— That an Explanation of theſe Impofitions, and 
ſuch. Alleviations;:be allowed to the: tenderly, Cpntiderare, 
4nd; pdaceably: Scrupirtous, &s follow.” {if £2 [5 non nt 
| Thing contained in,and preſcribed by 
the rwo Books of Common Prayer, aud of Ordering Priefts and Dea- 
£9, - we-underitand. not,.that theſe Books are in:every Mi« 
nuce paiticular, infallible; :ar free from that Defeft, which 
15 INCidant-ta all Human Compdlure:: Burt thatthey are in, 
the main Contents: to be ſincerely approvedand uſed; And 
we Uo therefore allow this. Declaration to be ſufficient; if is 
be made to the uſeof the Book, in the Ordinary Conſtant Lords- 
Days-Service, notwithſtanding any Exceptions ſome may have 
againſt fome Things in the By-Offices, and Occaſional Service, 
the Rubrick, and otherwiſe. And tor ths Ceremonies which 
are made, and have been always, and on all hands, held to 
be only indifferent Things, we.think fit that they be left to 
the Conſciences and prudence of: Miniſters, | and People, 
every where (excepting the Cathedrals) to uſe them, or for- 
bear them, as they judge ic moſt meer for their own and 
others Edification , provided that if any perſon will have his 


Child Baptized with the Sign of the Croſs, or ſtandsuponany 
5 | thing * 


| 
. 


AX 1. 5 
thing elſe, hithertorequired by the Service-Book, if che Mi 


niſter himſelf ſcrupleghe performance, he ſhall permit ano: 
ther to doit, | | gti 
In the ſame A#, By thoſe Words in the Subſcription, that 


"It 3 not lawful to take Ar inſt the King, upon any Pretce 


whatſoever ; we intend no nzw or ſtrange Thing, but'the 
Righeful Maintenance only of the King's Authority againſt 
Rebellion, according to the common determination of Learn- 
ed Writers, in the Caſe of Subje&ion to Princes. By the 
Words,I abhor the Poſition of taking Arms by the Authority of the 
King, gainf 01) Commiſſionated ;, Him, we never thought o 

adyancing the Arbitrary Commitlions of the King above Law; 
but by thoſe Commiſſionated by Him, we underſtand ſuch as are 
Legally Commiſlionated, and in the Legal purſuic of. ſuch 
Commiſſions. By the Clauſe which follows, that requires a 
Renunciation of all Endeavour of any Alteration of Government 
in the Church or. State, we never meant to deny any Free-born: 
Subjett his Right, of Chooſing Parkament-Men, or Acting in 
in his place for the Common Good any way, according to 


. Law; but that he ſhall Renounce all ſuch Ezdeavoar, as is 


S:ditious, or not warranted by the Conſtitution of the Na» 
tion ; and particularly; ſuch an Endeawoar as was Aſſumed 
in the late Times, without, and againſt the Conſent of the. 
Kimg.: And for the reſt of the Subſcription, which is enjoyn- 
ed but to the Year 1682. Be it Enacted, that it ceaſe pre- 
ſently, and be no longer enjoyned. | | 
And foraſmuch as there is an Oath preſcribed and requi-, 
red of all. Now-conformiſts Preachers, that reſide in any Cor- 
porate "Town, by a certain Ad of the former Perkament,made, 
at Oxford in the 19th, Year of His now Majeſties Reign, En-: 
tituled, An AG for reſtraining Non-conformiſts, from inha- 
biting Corporations : We do further declare, That ir ſhall fuf- 
fice any Man, for the Enjoyment of his Free bora Libgrty, 
of TInhabiting where he thinks beſt; and: ſerve him alſo in-- 
ſtead of the' tore-mentioned Subſcription 3 to take that Oath: 
in this form of Words following. I A. B. do fwear, That I 
holdit unlawful upon any pretence, to take Arms againſt the King, 
His Goverwment or Laws; And that I diſclaim that dangerous 
Poſition, of taking Arms by hs Authority, again(# his Perſon, or 
any Legally Commiſſionated by him, in the Legal purſuit of ſuch 
Commiſſions : And that I will not endeavour any Alteration of Go- 
Fs | ernment 
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ernment in the Church oy State,ii auy way or manner giot warrant- 
ed by the Conſtitution of the Kingdom, or any otherwiſe than by AF 


of Parliament : And as foon as any Man has taken the Oarh 
thus, he ſhall be diſcharged of all penalty for his omiflion 
before. | | | | 

We do Declare moreover,- That whereas it is required al- 
ſo in the A& fn that every Miniſter whqinjoys 
any Living or Ecclefiaſtical preferment, ſhall be Ordained 
by a Biſhop ; and there are ſeveral perſons of late, who in 
caſe of Neceſlity, for want of Biſhops took. Presbyterian-Or- 
ders : Onir meaning is not in any wiſe to diſguſt the Reform- 
ed Churches beyond the Seas, and make it neceſſary forſuch 
to be Re-ordained to the Office z but that they receive this 
Second impoſition of Hands to the Exerciſe of their Office. 
in the new chargs, unto which they are, or ſhall be called ; 
and that the Biſhop ſhall frame his words accordingly. 

And whereas there is a Subſcription alſo in the Canons,and 
the Canonical-Oath of Obedience, impoſed: on moſt Miniſters 
by the Biſhops, that have given ſome of the greateſt Occa- 
fion to Nen-conformity heretofore ; which yet never paſſed. 
mto Law by any A& of Parliament : We do further Declare, 
Fhat nothing more of that kind ſhall be required of Mini- 
ſters nenceforward, than was made . and held neceſſary by 
the Act of the Thirteenth of Elizabeth. | 

' And in regard there hath been great Offence taken by 
Conſcientious Miniſters, at ths Biſhops, (or their Courts) . 
commanding them to read the Sentence of Excommuni- ' 
cation againſt ſome or other of their Pariſh,for ſuch faults as 
they thurtk not at all worthy of fo great a Cenſure : We de- 


 clare it bur a juſt Thing,that every Miniſter be firſt ſatisfied” 


in'the Cauſe, or elſe be exempted from the Executien of 
that Charge; and that the Biſhop ( or his'Court) provide: ' 
ſome ocker perſon that is ſatisfied about it, to do it. | 
And tothe intent that a free ſearch after Truth may not- 
be diſcouraged in the purſuit of Concord, and many other 
Scruples avoided upon that Account : We declare, that 
though an Authentick Interpretation be required, as to the. 
Subſtance of all Laws, yet in the Articles of the Church, 
( which are Theſes for Agreement, and not Laws) and the 
Homilie, a Dottrinal Tnterpretation fhall. be held ſufficien 
tor.an Aſſet or Subſcription to them, k . 
A S A ; 


% 
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And becauſe the very Superintendency, of Biſhops, and 
that Subje&tion to them which is required by the Conſtitu- 
tion of the Realm, is, or may be an hindrance to many 
ſober Miniſters, and other Proteſtants, of coming into the 


Church, who are ready to conſent to the Doctrine, but not 


to the Diſcipline or Government of it: We do declare, ,Thar 
ſo long as any Perſon or Party do acknowledge the King's 
Supremacy, as Head of the Church in this Nation, and obey 


their Ordinary, or the Biſhops, i» Licitis & Honeſtis, upon 


the account of his Authority, ( committed to them for the: 
Exercifc of that External Regiment,Circa Sacra,which is gran- 
ted by all our Divines to the Higher Powers in every Nation) 
it isenough for the owning Epiſcopal Furiſdi&ion (fo taras they 
do own it,in the Declaration of A4ſſent and Conſent, or in any 
other part of Conformity ; ) and ſhall ſerve them to all intents: 
and purpoſes in Law, no leſs than a profeſſed belief and ac- 
knowledgment of the immediate Divine Right of it. 

Be it therefore Enacted by this preſent Parliament,” That 
if any Perſon be willing to Conform to the preſent Eſta- 
bliſhment of the Church of England, and her Service appoin-- 
ted according to theſe Explanations, Alleviations, Declara- 
tions, Lenitives, or Cautions, he ſhall be admitted to any 
Eccleſiaſtical preferment, and enjoy the uſe of his Miniſtry 
without any moleſtation: All Statutes, Canons, or Laws to 
the contrary notwithſtanding. 

And for the making this A of better Signification to the. 
Concerned, and the prevention. of that Scandal which is- 
raiſed on the Clergy, through the Covetouſneſs of ſome, 


© in heaping up to themſelves all the Preferments they can 


get, when others have ſcarce Subſiſtence for their Families, 
and the Souls of many People are thereby neglected : Be ir 
farther Enacted, that no Clergy-men- for the three next 
years enſuing, be ſuffered to enjoy any more than one Liv- | 
ing or Cure of Souls, and one Dignicy, ( or other Eccle- 
ſiaſtical Preferment ) at one time;. and that every Man: 
( without Exception ) that hath more than One of Either,. 
ſhall immediately give up the Reſt.to be diſtributed among 
thoſe who ſhall be brought off from their . Now-conformity,, 
upon the Terms of. this 4&, into the Eſtabliſhed Order. 


- Which that they may alſo be obtained, and poſſefled with 


a. clean Conſcience, and that'grievous Corrupcio: of Simeony 
may 
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may be Extirpate out 'of the Land: Be it EnaQed-more: 


over, that every Patron that ſhall henceforward preſent his 
Clerk to any Living, ſhall have the Oath, called. The Sims- 


nical Oath, impoſed on him, no lefs than on the Incumbent : 


And if he refuſcs to take it, that then the. Biſhop ſhall have 
immediate Power ( taking only the ſame Oath) of Preſen- 
tation in his Room. . | T. | RM 

And foraſmuch, as there are ſome Miniſters of a good Life, 5: 


that cannot (according to their Judgments) allow of ourParo- 


chial Churches,nora Book of Liturgy: But do chooſe toWor- 
ſhip God, and Jeſus Chriſt in the way. of their gathered or 


| ſeparate Con gregations,- and crave the Protection and 


Clemency of the King, upon their Allegiance, as other Sub- 
jeds : Be it finally Enacted, for the happineſs and quiet of 
the Realm, and the- Redu@ion. of theſe - Men: by other. 
means than thofe which haye hitherto proved unſucceſsful ; 
That every Chriſtian Subje& throughout the Land, that 
profeſs the Reformed Religion, and be not Convidt of Popes. 
73, be Pardoned all Fauks and Penalties, incurred upoithe, 

account of any Fore-paſſed Non-conformity.; and that they 
ſhall not, during theſe Seven Years next enſuing, be Pro-, 
{:cuted upon any Penal Law, for their Confciences, inthe. 
matter of Religion ; 'They carrying themſelves Tanocenily” 
and Peaceably, with ' ſubmiſſion to the Civil, and withoue, 
diſturbance to the Eccleſtaltical Government, now ſettl:d* | 
is the Nation: All Statutes to the contrary. norwithſtan-, 
CIDNg, 2 | \ ; Wy ter $45” 

Be 1 In Short, - Es 


' Repeal of our Laws about Conformity unto. the 1 366+ 


; of Elizabeth z Or, a New At of Unifermity; Or, The. 
King's Declaration concerning Eccleſiaſtical Aﬀairs, at his. 
firlt coming in, turg'd into a-Lzaw; were Comprehenſion. + 

His actter.Declaration'to all his Loving Subjeds, ( ſome 


few things in both, yet a little conſidered.) made fo, were: 


SI of C | [zence, both together 

Bill- of Comprehenſion with Indalgence, both together, . 
will do our Bunch. An Addition, or Clauſe in it againſh, 
Plarslities, will do it with Supererogarion. | 


+ 


_ Deo (enia, 


